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From:  Knut Smaaland, Chairman CEPT ECTRA ERC MRC   
RECOMMENDATION # 04 FROM THE MILESTONE REVIEW COMMITTEE (MRC)
concerning

Radioastronomy in the Band 1610.6-1613.8 MHz

vis-à-vis

the Authorisation of Iridium

The CEPT ECTRA ERC Milestone Review Committee,

recognising,

that this recommendation to CEPT member countries is not applicable where national legislation on the licensing of telecommunication operators does not allow for the measures proposed in this recommendation,

considering,

1. that until the first of January 2001 the frequency bands assigned to Iridium are provisional and they can be modified in order to guarantee fair sharing of spectrum amongst operators in line with the ERC Decision (ERC/DEC(97)03);

2. that after 1 January 2001 the frequencies should be assigned in line with the reviewed Table 2 of ERC Decision ERC/DEC(97)03;

3. that according to the ECTRA Decision (ECTRA/DEC/(97)02), NRAs shall take into consideration the recommendations made by the MRC in granting authorisation;

4. that according to its Terms of Reference, the MRC shall make recommendations to administrations, ERC and ECTRA, upon examination of applications, on the compliance with milestones by S-PCS systems, and appropriate methods of handling of the difficulties arising, in order to assist administrations in granting authorisations;

5. that the Licensing Directive (97/13/EC) contains an obligation for EU Member States to grant authorisation to any undertaking which has introduced a duly documented application and which fulfils the conditions decided and published by those countries in accordance with the relevant provisions of that directive;

6. that conditions which may be imposed by EU Member States in accordance with Article 2(1)(d) of Directive 97/13/EC should be proportionate;

7. that NRAs should cope with the potential risk of harmful interference;

8. that MRC Recommendation #1 on 17 November 1997 notes that the Iridium system has fulfilled Milestones 1 to 6. However, in the same recommendation concerns were expressed that the Iridium system could cause harmful interference to the radio astronomy service;

9. that Article 22 and Appendix 23 of the Radio Regulations offer administrations a mechanism to deal with harmful interference;

10. that administrations have emphasised the need to resolve the concerns with respect to down link interference into the radio astronomy band on the European level,

taking into account,

1. that the concerned parties are working towards a framework agreement which stipulates the application of ITU-R Recommendation RA.769-1, i.e. –238 dBW/m2/Hz, before 1 March 1999 and after 1 January 2006. In the interim period time sharing using values which are to be determined by 1 March 1999 would be applied;

2. that in the light of this agreement the matter may be revisited by 1 March 1999 by the MRC,

recommends,

1. that granting authorisations to the Iridium system and assigning frequencies for the use of MESs should be in accordance with ERC/DEC/(97)03 within the band 1621.35-1626.5 MHz for both up and down link transmissions with the condition that no harmful interference is caused to the radioastronomy service in the frequency band 1610.6 to 1613.8 MHz;

2. that it should be ensured that Iridium makes every practicable effort to avoid harmful interference caused by the services that are provided;

3. that, subject to the successful finalisation of an agreement between the concerned parties before 1 March 1999, licenses may be made conditional upon Iridium respecting that agreement; 

4. that, in the absence of an agreement between the concerned parties, the protection of the radioastronomy service should be according to RR S5.372 and ITU-R Recommendation RA.769-1. However, for the period between 1 March 1999 and 1 January 2006, the MRC will recommend by 1 March 1999 that Iridium meets:
(a) an interference level of –238 dBW/m2/Hz for a portion of the day to be determined, and 
(b) an interference level between –238 dBW/m2/Hz and –215 dBW/m2/Hz, to be determined, for the remaining portion of the day;

5. that harmful interference in a country committed to the ERC and ECTRA Decisions should be reported to the MRC in order to allow for discussion and a co-ordinated approach. This co-ordinated approach, which could lead to a modification (e.g. additional conditions), a suspension or even a revocation, should be proportionate to the level of interference caused.
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